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« Jewas upon account of the turn> which: the CathoBR Question took, the success 6f which 1 conceive 
« tobe essentially necessary, to the strengts, prosperity and unanimity o! the United Kingdoms, that I felt 
« myself hound, in doyscrence and in dover, to give in my-esignation. The carty discassion and decision of 
that question were incumbent upon those, whay under the circumstances of the union, which they were 
$0; uspic ious to effectuate, considered it as a measure of the utmost importance to thé strength and tran- 
« quillitv of thé empire. So strong is my Conviction of the propriety and necesgity of that measure, that 
« [coukd nob contirue to remain a member of thit government which deemed it inexpedieat to entertain it.’’—— 
Ma..Pirr’y Speech in the House of Commons; A6th Feb. 1901. 
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JAMAICA COMPLAINTS. consumption of it.+-«1, As to the first 
Sin, ——In consequence of the perusal of | point after Great Britain had acquired do- 
the extract from the report of the Com- | minion in the East, either in order to pro- 
mittee of the Assembly of Jamaica, inserted | tect those of her subjects, who had been 
in a late number of your Register, I have | encouraged by her to empley th ir capital 
procured a copy of the report, which I have | in the culture of sugar in the West Indies, 
read with much attention.——The topics | she subjected the importation of that ar- 
of this very important document may be.di- | ticle from any pa’t of her new acquisitions, 
vided into two heads,~-—ist. The neces- | to a duty of £37. 168. 3d, on every £100 
sity of the continuance of the slave trade, | of gross sales; equaly I believe, to about 
the falsehood of the assertions made in this | 1ys. per CwL, at tie same time that the duty 
country respecting it, and the muschievous | on sugar impo:ted from her o!d colonies 
tendency of the repeated agitation of the | was only 6s. 4d. per cwt. Under these 
question, and of the language used in its | circumstances, it will be seen tat the fors 
discussion, ——2d. "The hardships which the | mer w-s to the latter, as three tooue. Since 
West Indian colonists actually suffer, and | that period, the mother-country his thought 
the ruin which they must justly apprehend, | fit by successive augmentations, to raise 
from the recent’ conduct of the mother- | the duty on the produce Of ber old sugar 
country.——On the first head, I shall con- | colonies to 26s. 6d. per ewt,, and to lower 
fine myself to a single observation. Oneoef | (actually to lower ut, for, at the present 
the points on which the abolitionists and | prices of East India sugars, £37.16s. 3d. on 
aitiabolitionists are at issue, is the possi- | £100 of gross sales, would be about gos. 4d. 
bility of supporting the slave-popuiagion per cwi.) the duty on the produce of her 
without fresh importations. I shall’ not | new acquisitions, to 29s, 1d. per ewt. so 
enter into any of the allegations or argu- | that now the daties, instead of being in the 
nents cmployed on either side, but simp!y | proportion of three to one, are in the pro- 
state, that we now have in our power the | portion of somewhai less than eleven to ten, 
means of ascertaining how the fact really | ——2. As to the second point, from what I 
's. For this purpose we should only pro- | have already stated, at will appear, that the 
hibit the importation of negroes into the | customs on West India sugar have beca 
conquered settlements; in doing which, | raised: from 6s. 4d..per cwt., to 26s. 6d. 
we shall] satisfactorily make the experi- | percwt; that is, that they have. been more 
ment, without detriment tooarown colonies, | than mubhiplied fourfold. Mark the eflect. 
and without subjecting ourselves to any ih- The quantity setained for consumption in 
Putation of breach of taith. See this briefly Great Britain, was in Duty 
but strongly recommended on other grounds IPOE wo 2755445 CWH —24546,251 
i your Register, Vol. VI. p. 815, 816, and TBO2. . .. 29349772 2,180,230 
40 your last number p. 373. The second 18036... 154305417 1yh34,587 
head consists of many particulars.—--1. 3e.As to the third point. Tue former 
D.minuion of the inequality in the custom | system of Great Britain was this, By (he 
duties on importation of WestIndia, and | navigation acts her West Indian colonists 
On that of East India, sugar.—-—-2. Raising | was compelled to send all the sugar, which 
© Customs on West India sugar tan in- | they roduced, in British vessels to some 
tolerable height.——3, Fixing a maximum | British port. To this testriction the eulo- 
on the price of sugar, towlow in itself, and | nists cheerfully submitted; because, 4l- 
thaccompanied | with countervailing provi- | though by no means unattended with ex- 
“Ons, to —prevent.its being too much depre- se and commercial inconvenience to 
Ciated, — 4. Raising the duties on rum to theta, it contributed most essentially to sup- 





tuch a height, as has algiost annihilated the port and to improve the naval steengih of 
; . +8 . . ' . 
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the empire; the source of our national 
wealth; the bulwark of our national inde- 
pendence. The mother-country was sen- 
sible that by this restriction a sacrifice of 
the pecuniary interests of the colonists was 
made toa great national advantage; and 
she was not desirous to aggravate that 
sacrifice. She expressed herself thus. “ It 
is true, that by this and the other regula- 
tions of our navigation acts, the expense of 
your cultivation is much: increased, the 
means of sending your produce to foreign 
markets is rendered tedious, difficult, and 
costly; and we are enab'ed to purchase it 
ata less price, than we must of necessity 
pay you, if you were not compelled to bring 
the whole of it through our market.—To 
the weight of thts necessary burthen we 
will not add any needless extortion, or 
wantonness of oppression. Whatever du- 
fies we impose on the importation of your 
sugar, we draw back on its re-exportation ; 
being weil aware that the cost of a double 
voyage, of landing, warehousing, and re- 
shipping, with the interest on the duties 
while the article remains in this country, 
clog you sufficiently in your competition in 
foreign markets.” But now, whenever the 
average price of sugar exceeds in the Bri- 
tish market 58s per cwt. exclusive of duty, 


(without any distinction as to peace or war, | 


though inthose different circumstances, the 
charges of freight and insurance differ to 
“the extent of £100 per cwt., and other 
charges, perhaps little less ; the folly of the 
‘measure 18, if possible, equal to its injustice 
and cruelty!) the drawback is to be gra- 
dually reduced, till at a higher price, it is 
altogether taken away. Under this regu- 
lation no ordinary failure of crops can raise 
the price in a degree worth notice above 
these 58s., so that in the first place, while 
from the circumstances of the world the 
price of every other article is, (particularly 
those required for West Indian cultivation) 
from the depreciation of money and paper, 
augmented every day, and every hour, the 
grower of.sugar is alone to be prohibited 
from supporting the real, by raising the 
nominal price of his commodity, from in- 
ce himself against his increased 
expen@iture of every kind, and from con- 
tinuing in that rank of society, in which he 
was born, was educated, and has hitherto 
lived: and, in the second place, as ofien as 
by a failure of crops the quantity of sugar 
sent to Europe shall but scantily supply the 
demand, foreign and domestic,-the planter 
is made to feel, that he alone is to be for- 
bidden to indemnify himself against a di- 
minished production, by an increased price ; 


ey 
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that he alone is to be prevented from avai). 
ing himself of a fundamental law of Gal 
and nature, to alleviate his sufferings, tia, 
he alone is doomed, and doomed by the yp. 
natural interference of his parents, in cir. 
cumstances of affliction and distre-s, jy. 
stead of receiving commiseration and as. 
sistance, to see the only door of relief closed 
against him, and to find his poverty con- 
verted into want, his distress aggravated 
into ruin. 4. On the fourth point, the pa- 
pers last year inserted in your Regisier 
respecting rum, have anticipated much, 
which might be said. Col. Henderson’, 
slatements prove, that rum was in conc- 
quence of the high duties rendered altoge- 
ther valueless to the importer. His wasno 
singular case. A friend of mive twice in 
the last year, solicited his merchants to pay 
for him the freight, insurance, duties, and 
landing charges of a shipment of rum, and 
to accept the rum in exchange.—He was 
content to lose the cost of the casks, of the 
distillery, and of shipping. He twice so- 
licited this; but, he solicited in vain. After 
stating such facts, the smallest degree ot 
amplification would be disgustingly redun- 
dant, The report before me, after noticing 
that there is eyery appearance that rum 





may be altogether driven from. the British 
market, justly adds, that should this once 
| be realised, the introduction of that spirt 
| into. general use may become impossible; 
and, instances in the cases of eocca and in- 
digo, which were atone time (as may be 
seen more particularly in the zd Volume ol 
Bryan Edwards's History of the West ln- 
| dies) very extensively cultivated in Jamaica, 
and yielded? much wealth to the colo, 
and, consequently, to the parent state ; but 
which by heavy duties were absolutely &- 
tirpated. “ Two and two,’ says Swill 
‘+ in the arithmetic «f-the Custom Hove 
© make not always four.” So far {row i, 
they often verify the old Greek paracos 
that she half is greater than the whol. | 
know not what has been the produce % 
the duties on rum during the last year, bu, 
I strongly suspect it would confirm 
theory.—— It is mortifying and humiliating 
mortifying to him who pleads, and hum 
ting to those whom he addresses, to bec 
-pelled to enforce the plain incontestios 
dictates of justice, by appeals to mcr 
and policy; but, surely, at the same ' 
| that justice commands us not to impose ; 
| the article in question,. such -duties 4° are 
ruinous to the producer, policy alse — 
us to take care, that the duties be vo! ~ 
high as to deprive it of its share 1) the +f 
sumption of the country. What are © 
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421] 
competitors of rum? The gin of Holiand, 
che brandies of France, and other southera 
nations; and our own home made spirits. 
Nobody, surely, will for a moment contend,- 
that policy would direct us to give a pre. 
frence to either of the former articles 
Why then are not the duties on them so 
nuch augmented, as to leave rum (subject 
as it is to a heavier freight, insurance, and 
other charges) a decided advantage in the 
market? And why, when the victualling 
olicer advertises for spirits, are they ex- 
pressed in the alternative rum or brandy ? 
ls thisdecent, at a time, when the price of 
the former, produced by our own subjects, 
is so low, that it would have been the in- 
terest of the producer, rather to have pour- 
ed it into the ocean, than to have casked it 
iur shipment to this country? As to home 
made spirits, I wish not to do injustice to 
any persons concerned in them; to the 
landholder, or the distiller. 
ever, recollect, that the sugar planter also 
isour child, though less under our imme- 
diate observation, than these his more fa- 
voured brethren; that justice is due to him 
also: and, let it not wholly escape our con- 
sideration, whether the consumption of 
corn spirits may not be too extensive, in a 
country which on an average’ imports an- 
nually $09,000 quarters of foreign wheat, 
and in which the quartern loaf now sells 
ior 16d, Ifthe present ruinous discourage- 
mentofrum may not be removed by dimi- 
hution of the heavy duties to which it is 
subjected, at least the evil should be miti- 
galed, by augmenting the imposts on the 
rival spirits, ——X. X, —— March 14, 1805. 
INEQUALITY OF THE INCOME TAX, 
Sik,——I cannot resist making to you 
afew remarks on the Income or Property 
‘aX,—-——-A, has £20,000 lent out which 
yieuls him of yearly income £1000, or he 
has a landed estate which yields him that 
income, and he has nothing more.——B. 
has fom his labour or professién £1000 
Per annum, and he has nothing more.—— 
Coke £20,000 pays of property tax 
Sad. r annum. B. for his £1000 pays 
Property tax £50 per annum.——Con- 
‘equently A. pays oily one four hundredth 
PabaPely B. pays one twentieth part of 
coma 1 ry, oF, in other words, by the in- 
cm pry tr vet a 
the ah ae hays twenty pounds. To make 
stare hes al, if it is thought by the legis- 
of ihe bint one twentieth, or five per cent. 
Jearly revenue of each person, is as 








Auch as ought to’ be paid, B's £1000 is his 


Mate or cabital, which, leavirg itentire like | 
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all the others, would yield him Lo per 
annum, out of which he should pay of pro- 
perty or income tax £2. 10s, per annum, 
being s per cent. or the twentieth part. 
This would be as much as is paid by the 
first peer of the realm. Any other than 
this last, is partial and unjust. Our present 
reat financier plumes himself on his having 
eyablished, Aappily established, he says, an 
income or property tax. By this he must 
mean that he has got established what he 
did not expect, namely, the industrious part 
of the community quietly and peaceably to 
sit under and pay one twentieth of ¢heir 
whole estate, or property, while he leaves 
entire and untouched to the opulent, their 
whole estates and properties, and takes 
from them only one twentieth of their an- 
nual rents. Is not such language an insult 
to common sense? Jhis great financier may 
flatter himself that he has happily‘brought 
the inhabitants of this country, who carn 
by their labour £69 and upwards, to pay 
this tax without murmur. If he does he is 
woefully mistaken. Pay, no doubt, the 
do, and submit to the exposure of their 
most private concerns; but they do all this 
with many deep drawn sighs. This tax 
was first imposed under the name of a war 
tax, which certamnly conveyed the idea that 
it was a tax to cease with the war; but, dict 
not this great man pledye’this same tax for 
an immense sum (lifly-six millions, I be- 
lieve) which would have made it a burden 
during eleven yeats of peace?———For the 
honotr of our country, however, itis to be 
hoped, that, if this law must be continued, 
it will be made equal, and just; and that it 
wil! make the maw who earns £60 or L200 
a year, pay no greater proportion than the 
richest peers or wealthiest stockholders pay 
out of their princely fortunes. Even out 
of the annual produce of these princely for- 
tunes, numerous deductions are allowed be- 
fore stricking the tax, while not a single al- 
lowance is made to those who acquire their 
incomes annually by their labour, but the 
tax taken from the full amount.——lIt is of 
litthe importance who first suggested this 
tax. Those who adopted it had the glory 
of setting so noble an engine to work, Was 
it not first adopted in France during “the 
revolution; aud has our great financier not 
adopted many more of their pious acts. He 
boasis of having avoided taxing the poor, 
During his administration, 1 maintai, 
that more and heaviet burdens have been 
laid on them than tliere was for a hundred 
years before, Did not he lay on the tax on 
houses of the rent cf five pounds and un- 
der? Is hic not now endeavouring ‘even to 
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abridge their use of the only savory article 
_they are now able to indulge in; namely, 


that indispensible necessary salt ?——I 
beg, Sir, you will excuse this tedious scrawl, 
and believe, that it is my admiration of your 
unremitting zeal that induced me to trou- 
ble you on this subject; which I am de- 
cidedly of opinion is one, that materially 
affects our national character and honour. 
I am, &c.——C.—— Edinburgh, March 9, 
1805. 





ON THE SOURCE OF TAXES. 
Sir,——In consequence of your asser- 
tion, that all taxes fall upon Jabour, I am 
disposed to trouble you with an observation 
ot two, which, I think, will show that the 
assertion is not so completely just as you 
have conceived it. So far as industry or 
mechanism produce profit; so far as navi- 
gation or commerce are profitable, the as- 
sertion is undoubtedly just; but, inasmuch, 
as speculations upon capital, inasmuch as 
Janded property (the substances upon which 
abour is employed) or any such like mat- 
ters are profitable, so far labour ts not the 
only subject upon which taxes attach, In 
the case of land, it is obvious that by some 
sorts of cultivation the profit is greater, in 
comparison to the labour, than by others; 
and, inasmuch as such profits are subjected 
to taxes without producing an advance in 
rents, by so nie is atax light on the 
labouring classes. The mistake, (if such 
there is) seems to arise from this; that in 
almost every (if not every) case, labour 
makes an ingredient in the value of every 
thing; but, as there exist subjects'in them- 
selves yaluable, the true question seems to 
be, how far those subjects can be taxed (for 


instance, income from land, from capital of 


all sorts, from speculations in which capital 
and labour are conjointly employed in pro- 
ducing profit, &c.) without causing a pro- 
portional advance either.in the price of com- 
modities, or in the rents of land.——I wish 
mercly to hint at these matters, that if they 
seem to you to be only exceptions to the 
general rule, you may state them se, should 
you again allude to the subject. I am, Sir, 
your constant reader. ——C. §,-—— London, 
Mares 10, 1805. 





-SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

ConTINENTAL ALLIANCES.——lIt is 
stated, that our treaties of alliance with 
Russia and Sweden are nowconcluded, and 
will be shortly ratified. The letter of Na- 
poleon to his Majesty appears to have been 
sent hither at the same time that he sent 
another, of similar purport, to the Emperor 
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Alexander, who, we are informed, through 
the foreign journals, returned an answer 
nearly resembling that which was given jy 
our cabinet, If this be so, we shall very 
soon have correct copies of the letters sen: 
us through the Moniteur, together with the 
comments of the French government there. 
on.——Very little is, as yet, said about th, 
intentions of Austria. The hopes of gain. 
ing that power to the alliance, which hope 
appeared to be very sanguine some tin 
ayo, appears to have considerably din). 
nished in London, while, at Paris, they coy. 
fidently talk of an approaching interview 
between the Emperors of France and o 
Austria.—+Prussia is said to have threate:. 
ed to march an army into Swedish Pome: 
rania, if Sweden enter into a warlike al. 
liance with Great Britain; and, lest this 
threat should be executed, Russia is said 
to have prepared to march an army to the 
vrotection of that Duchy. Should this be 
true, the ontset of the war must afford usa 
most lively hope of its having a tendency lo 
annoy, and to check the encroaclimcnts of, 
our enemy on the other side of the Chan- 
nel! An army to protect Pomerania must 
give great assistance to England !—Wiuth- 
out the accession of Austria and Prussia, or 
one of them, nothing effectual can be done 
against France. This has already been sai! 
a thousand times; but, amongst a peopc 
who are willing to believe every thing that 
any minister, be he who or what he may, 
wishes them to believe, it never can be sai 
too often; for, though you will not con- 
vince them that they ought not to believe 
him, it is right that they should be cont 
nually reminded that you are not one ( 
those who are deceiving them,——OF te 
disposition of our own cabinet with respe! 
to Napoleon we may form some judgment 
from the very curious alteration and om! 
sion that have recently been made in t'° 
farticular prayer, used in the Church, eve! 
since the threat of invasion began, iste’ 
of the usual prayer in time of war and (\ 
mults, I will here insert it as it stood at ts", 
distinguishing by Jsalick characters \° 
words which are now omitted, begging '° 
reader’s attention to those words. “ 0; 
Almighty God, maker of the Univers, 
and sovereign disposer of the alfeirs “ 
“ men, at whose command nations 4 

“ empires rise and fall, flourish and deca); 
“ we thine unworthy servants most hut 
bly implore thy gracious aid and protee 
“ tion. We flee unto thee for succout; ® 
‘¢ this time of peril and necessity, whe” 
“ defence of our liberty, our laws, and = 
“ religion, we are exposed to the dang” 
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« and calamities of war, and threatened 
« with invasion by a ferce and haughty fre, 
u why qvould sevallow us up quick, so wrathfilly 
« jy he dishleased at us; for that we alone among 
je nations are found to withstand his violent 
« and uniust ambition. Vouchsafe, we be- 
« seech thee, thine especial blessing and 
« protection to our most gracious Sove- 
reign Lord, King George. Go forth with his 
« fects and armits; and Tet thy mighty arm be 
“ cuith his chiefs and captains, as it was of old 
“ swith thy sevants, Judas, and Jonathan, and 
« Simon, wher they valiantly withstood the wicked 
“ yyrants of their tines, the encmtes of thy truth, 
“ and the ofyfiressors of thy feope. Direct his 
“ counsels, prosper aul his measures for the 
« welfare of this kingdom, and the preser- 
“ vation of our church, and of our civil con- 
stitution. Ard let no internal divistons, 
“ yor any other sins and provocations of 
“ this nation, obstruct his designs for the 
“ public good, nor bring down thy judg- 
“ments upon us. But spare thy people, 
“ © Lord, sparethem; aud, by thy grace, 
“ so unite us in a spirit of obedience to thy 
“law, zeal for thy truth, and foyalty to 
“ thine anointed servant, whom thy ood 
“ providence has set over us, that we may 
“ evermore rejoice in thy salvation, through 
“ thy son Jesus Christ our Lord,”’"——-All 
the words distinguished by ftalicks, and no 
others are now lIcft out, and no others are 
putin the room of them, except that, in- 
stead of “a fierce and haughty foe,’ we are 
now taught to pray for. protection against 
“ an inveterate enemy.’ Wiether our dan- 
ger be thought to be diminished ; Ww hether 
Napoleon’s recent conduct has rendered the 
epithets “ fierce” and “ haughty’ no lon- 
ger applicable to him; whether itbe now 
regarded contrary to his intention, or out of 
his power, to swallow us up quickly, or, as 
some have understood it, alive; whether 
his wrath be theughr to be, in some degree, 
assuaged ; whether we are not now “ alone” 
withstanding his violent and unjustarabition, 
Russia and Sweden having joined therein: 
these are questions which few persons, per- 
haps, could answer; but, it must afford us sa- 
Ustaction to know, that, under existing 
circumstances,” our rulers du not think it ne- 
Cessary that we should pray in so desponding 
& tone, and in such a style as they appointed 
Jor us to pray in some sixteen months ago. 
——Our famous expedition is still the sub- 
Ject of talk, But, the ministerial papers say, 
that it is not intended to act with our allies 
Upon the continent. * Some distant posses- 
"sion of the enemy is its object,” say they. 
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_ What @istant possession of the enemy may 


be in view Iknow not; but, I am thorough - 
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ly persuaded, that the minister who should, 
at this time, advise the sending of any cons 
siderable part of our small army to the at, 
tack of a distant possession of the enemy, 
would deserve very severe censure indeed, 
——' What, then, is to become of us?” A 
question which, conditionally, may be 
easily answered, ‘To attempt to prescribe 
bounds to the powers of Providence would 
be impious; but, on the other hand, it would 
be excessively foolish to hope, that, in our 
particular case alone, causes will not produce 
their natural effects. A great change must 
take place, either in the power of France 
considered relatively to that of this country, 
or in our capacity for making and conti- 
nuing inwar. Jirst, we must now join with 
other states, and reduce the power of France 
in such a degree as to be able to look with 
contidence for safety in peace; or, Second, 
supposing Mr. Pitt to be vonable to effect 
such a co-operation, it must be effected by 
some other minister; er, Zeird, it no other 
minister could effect it (and it is very likely 
that none could) we must place ourselves ig 
a situation to be able to form and to execute 
a permanent plan of warfare; and, it has 
always appeared to me, that this latter is not 
to be doné without a radical change in our 
financial system. Without reducing the re- 
lative power of France, or, making a change 
at home that will enable us to look without 
dread at her present relative power: with- 
out one of these, /eace, will bring us no rest, 
no iranquillity, Napoleon would readily 
make peace; and, upon terms, too, that 
inany persons would think reasonable. He 
would require only, that we should give up 
Malta, surrender {he colonies we have taken, 
and pay the amount.of the prizes we have 
made from France and her allies. Upon 
these terms we nnght Lave peace to-morrow. 
Rut, of what avail would it be, while Napo- 
leon kuows, that our internal situation af- 
fords him the’ means of harassing us in 
peace, as effectually, and, perhaps, more ef- 
f-ctually, than in war? Suppose peace con- 
cluded, and that a month's fair prospect has 
raised the funds to 70. Ao angry word from 
Napoleen, spoken to our Embassador at the 
levee, brings them down to 60. Instantly 
the French agents buy, ‘The next post in- 


forms us, that Napoleon was only put out of 


bumour by the tooth-ache; that the most 
amicable explanations have taken place, and 
that now nothing is taiked of at St. Cloud, 


-but “the (vo great nations, France and 


« England.” Up go the funds to70.. The 
French agents sell. Their profit may easily 
be made to amount to two or three haodred 
thousand pounds; and this sum they cav im- 
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mnedistely take oot of the country, either in 
gold, silver, or merchandise. But, some one 
will say: “* is not this an imaginary evil? 
«* Why has it never existed before ?” To this 
Jast question I answer, that it did exist, and 
was most severely felt during the last short- 
lived peace; and, the reader may be assured, 
that this was amongst the most powertul of 
those reasons, which Jed our miuisters, to- 
wards the close, rather to wish for a rupture 
than otherwise. Mr, Addington’s statement 
(made in words formerly applied to a similar 
purpose by Mr. Windham) that ‘“* we were 
‘¢ at war because we could not be at peace,” 
was perfectly correct; and, if peace were 
now made, can any one doubt, that a very 
few months would furnish grounds for ano- 
ther statement to the same effect? If 1 am 
asked, why the kings of France did-not 
make use of the same means of embarrassing 
us in time of peace, and of laying, as it were, 
England under contribution as often as they 
chose; if this question be put to me, | 
wou!d first beg the querist to consider, for a 
moment, that the means of embarrassing us, 
and of laying us under contribution; name- 
ly, the funds, did not exist, in any degree at 
all, ull the declining part of, the reign of 
Louis the XIV. From that tme to the 
French revolution, the kings of France 
never were in a situation that would permit 
them, during peace, to throw out occasional 
menaces against us, without having good 
reason to fear the consequences. A haughry 
tone to our ambassador; or, indeed, any act 
wearing a hostile aspect, would have been 
immediaiely resented by us; would either 
have produced war, or such humiliation on 
the part of the offender, as would have ef- 
fectually prevented a second experiment of 
the sert. Letit be observed, moreover, that 
France herself had aa immense funding sys- 
t-w ; and, that our funding system (which, 
observe, | regard as the means of laying us 
under contribution) had not, before the 
French Revolution, reached to one half of 
its presentextent. Are not, Ibeg kave to 
ask, a/? the circumstances changed? Is not 
the change disadvantageous, in a tearful de- 
gree, to England? And, must not this dis- 
edvantage continue as long as Napoleon 
maintains his present degree of power rela- 
tively considered with that of Koygland, she 
persevering, at the same time, io ber present 
system of political economy? | may bemis- 
taken, and, if lam, I should be glad to be 
put right: bat, to me it appears to bea pio- 
posiion quite indisputable, that, if there be 
one nation with a debt which anaually ab- 
sorbs nearly the whole of its permati¢dt re- 
veuuc, aud if there be a foreign potentate 
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who holds always in his hands with regard 
to that vation, the power of threatening to 
make war, without exposing himself to pu. 
nishment for such threats, the ruin of such 
nation must depend entirely upon his wi)) 
If this be admitted, it wi!l follow, of course 
that we must, somehow or other, reduce the 
relative power of France, or, that we mux 
make such a change in our funding systen), 
as will render the use of that power less dan. 
gerous to us in time of peace.——This hag 
been called depuding language; and, to 
those who look upon the existence of the 
funding system as being absolutely necessary 
to the existence of the monarchy and of our 
constitution and laws, it must appear des. 
pending; but, to those who see the matter in 
a different light; to those who think with 
mie, that, though the overthrow of the fund. 
ing system would cause much’ confusion and 
misery, the country would soon recover the 
blow, while the monarchy ard constitution 
would live and flourish ; to such persons my 
language will not appear desponding, but, on 
the contrary, will afford a glimpse, at least, 
of hope and encouragement to loyal. and pa- 
triotic exertion. —— When we are told, that 
there is po fear but we shall come trium- 
phant oat of this contest; when we are as- 
sured most positively, that we shall maintain 
both our national independence and our pub- 
lic credit unimpaired; we ought always to 
ask for the facts or the reasons, upon which 
this assurance rests; because, if it has nei- 
ther to rest on, it is a mere empty sou: d, and 
can convey no consolation to any reflecting 
mind,-———-Those who comfort themselve: 
with saying, © we bave stood hitherto, in 
** spite of all the world,” 1 would beg leave 
toremind, that, till now. great part of that 
worid was always with us. For such a re- 
flection tu afford real comfort, Englsnd should 
be with respect to her principal enemy, in 4 
situation 2of worse than the worsé that she 
ever was in before. And, is this the case? 
When, since England was called Englsnc, 
was she beset as she now is? When 2s 
France before in possession of every sea port 
from the straights of Gibraltar to the Elbe : 
How many wars bave we maintained, bow 
many thousands of Englishmen have bled, 
for the purpose of preventing her from ¢x- 
tending her seacoast to the north of Dun- 
kick? And, till within these few years, what 
English statesman ever supposed that ve 
could, for any length of time, preserve OUT 
independence, if France obtained comp'ete 
possession of Flanders and Holland? They 
always foresaw, in such case, what has now 
proved to be true; that, England never 
could, im peace or in war, enjoy a moments 
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repose. Yet, they did not proceed upon the 
supposition of the existence either ofa fund- 
ing system such as ours Now is, OF of a system 
of warfare such as that which France has 
established against us. England being, 
therefore, in a situation very different from | 
anv that she ever was in before, it is pure 
folly 'o hope that she will now extricate her- 
self. mere'y because she has always extr- 
cated herself heretofore. lo save us, 
then, I again and again repeat, that a 
change must be effected in our relative si- 
tuation with regard to our enemy. The 
power of Napoleon must be dinainished upon 
the continent; or, Wwe must overcome his 
aily in this country; I mean the national 
devt, that debt which, before it received the 
augmentation of the last hundred millions, 
Mr. Put emphatically and justly denomi- 
nated, “ the dest ally of France.” By sub- | 
duing this best a'ly of our foe, we sheald | 
greatly lessen that /vrury and its inseparabie | 
companion faxpert m, which now enfeeble | 








us; we should be rendered less impatient of 
the inconveniencies, privations and hardships 
of war; Jess eager to caich at otlers of peace. 
Always able to meet the enemy, and having 
none of that sort of property the value of 
which depends upon mere opinion, we 
sould not only very soon learn to despise 
lis threats, bot we should be ready to take 
advantage of any of those troub'es, which 
lime, and, comparatively speaking, a short 
tune, May give rise to, in his extended and 
heterogeneous dominions, Far from me be 
it to encourage the delusive hope of seeing 
Napoleon overthrown by internal commo- 
ton. He is surrounded by every barrier 
calculated to protect a throne. But, he is 
iot immortal; nor will his successors be 
tree from those dangers, to which all men 
i such situations have been exposed. A pros- 
pect so distant will, indeed, afford little or no 
consolation to those, who cry ‘“ give us 
*“ peace in our day;” but to those, with 
whom ease and comfort are nothing when 
compared to the permanent safety of their 
Country, it is a great consolation, a solid 
foondation of hope. If any one can show 
me a better foundation, I shall gladly rest 
Upon it; but, upon a subject so important, 
80 nearly connected with all that is dear to us 
as loyal subjects and as lovers of our coun- 
ry, I must, beforehand, protest against all 
eclamation; against all vague assurances, 
that the result of this contest will be such as 
We can look forward to without dread. 
East-Inpits.——The recent intelli- 
g*nce from our colonies in India, the official 
Papers respecting which shall be inserted in 
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interest. Our victories in that part of the 
world have always presented themselves to 
me with a dubious aspect. In speaking of 
the battles, the glories of which were de- 
tailed to us last year, Texpressed my appre- 
hensions, that they would be followed by 
defeats, Not, because I pretended to pos- 
sess any knowledge of the country, of the 
state of the forces there, or of the disposi- 
tions of the belligerent parties; but, be- 
cause it seemed next to impossible, that, in 
time, we should not goad the natives into 
some degree of courage and of enterprize. [ 
was, too, as I then said, afraid of the ef- 
fects, which those India victories would 
produce io England ;* nor is my fear, on 
that account, at all abated. Yet, when the 
hour of defeat comes, no one can help la- 
menting it:-and, more especially when he 
considers, that it may tend gfeatly to en- 
courage our foes, and to discourage our 
friends upon the continent of Earope.—- 
The war with Horkar, as far as [ can 
judge {rom the papers laid before parliament, 
appears to have been commenced without 
ddequate grounds. Hotkar is a prince 
claiming tribute of certain princes under 
him. We enter into treaties with those 
other princes, and we undertake to protect 
them against his future demands of tribate. 
We say, besides, that he is not the right 
heir to the throne that be occupies, and ex- 
press our intentions of removing the usurper 
in order to make way for the right heir. 
But, this question, with which it would be 
very difficult to show that we had any thing 
to do, we suffer to remain unagitated for the 
present; and content ourselves with pre- 
venting him from levying his tribute upon 
our friends. He, however, persisis; and, 
General Lake having written to Lord Wel- 
lesley, that it did not appear to him, that 
“ without annibilating the power of this 
“ chief, our own possessions, or those of 
“ our allies, could ever be secure from his 
« depredations,” Lord Wellesley imme- 
diately gave orders for the attack upon him, 
——That Holkar’s power will finally be an- 
nihilated is very probable; but, that we 
shall pay most dearly for the achievement 
there can be but very little doubt. ——The 
reader will recollect, that a great object with 
parliament appears to have been to prevent 
these vever-ceasing wars in India. “ The 
« India Company,” said Mr. Dundas ex- 
ultingly, on the 23d of April 1793, ** can 
“ no longer make war to gratify the avarice 
‘¢ and ambition of their servants, because 
‘«* their servanis are now made responsible to 


— | 





* See Vol, V. p. 501. 
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‘ their superiors, and these superiors are 
** made responsible to a British parliament;” 
yes, to that very British parliament, whom, 
op the 19th of June, 1804, Lord Casile- 
reagh informed, ‘ that the den years, ending 
* in April, 1803, had been a period ot 
* nearly uninterrupied war, or of rebellions 
** Jitéle inferior to wars! !!"'——A diseus- 
sion is, it seems, shortly to take place in the 
House of Commons relative to the affa:rs 
of India. On what points ic may more 
particalarly turn I do vot know ; but, in the 
meai-time, those who think India affairs 
worthy of attention, will excuse me for 
makiog a remark or two from materis!s fur- 
Hished in a most useful pamphlet recently 
published under the tithe of “ Observations 
* oo Lord Castiereagh's speech of the 19th 
“ of July, 1804, and on the State of the 
“« Last-india Company’s Affairs.” This 
pamphlet, which is a convenient manual 
ypon India affairs, and which ts so little vo- 
luminous that ihe most indolent can scarcely 
want courage enough to go through it, is 
ascribed to Mr. Francis, who is almost the 
only wenibder of parliament that has, for a 
Jong time past, thooghtit worth while tomake 
the least inquiry into the debts or credits, 
the wars or treaties, of “ our Empire in 
** the Evst.” He complains, in his preface, 
of the difficulty of drawing the attention of 
parliany nttothe athais of India, or even of 
oblaining an audience, At the two last 
India budgets, for 1803 and 1804, the com- 
mittees of the whole House, he says, seldom 
exceeded twenty persons; and that, in the 
latter part of those debates, were gradually 
yeduced to a much gmaller number. The 
object overlooked, adds he, is a dominion, 
with all its dependencies, mére considerable 
than the whole Mogul empire, as it was 
held by Aurengzebe.—--All this is very 
true; lamentably true; but who cares far 

1? India ts, in fact, regarded by people in 
general as nothing buta mere source of pri- 
vale fortunes. They do not seem to think 
that either their honour or their interest is 
at all concerned in the manner of managing 
yt. When they see the golden nabeb come 
Sod sit down amonest them, buying ap, all 

around him, the farms, the manors, and the 
mansions of the impoverished, dwindled and 

decayed gentry, they look upon him as hav- 

ing exiacied his riches from foreign mines; 

and, though they do surmise, and some- 

tines scruple not to say, that he has not 

always employed the fairest means of ob- 

taiving his wealth, they never appear to en- 

tert.in the most cisiaut idea, that this wealth 

bas been extracted from tlienz, and that India 

§ merely the medium, through which Ke 
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has drawn ¢heér taxes into his purse! « ¢) 
“ India isa fine fortune-making country '" 
Every one who has a son to provide for, o, 
to get rid of, packs him off to the goldey 
empire, If he dies, no more is heard of 
him : if he lives, he comes home rich, , 
wonder, therefore, that our empire in the 
east is so great a favourite. If people conld 
be taught to see, that the fortunes « brought 
“ home,” as it is vulgarly supposed, from 
India do, in reality come out of the tayes 
raistd in England, they would certainly no 
be so completely indifferent .to every thing 
that is said and done in parliament relative 
to India. And, though to teach them this 
would be an undertaking perfe:tly hopeless, 
it may not be quite useless to show them, 
lo prove to them, to make them,. by prevail- 
ing on them to read ouly a few columns of 
this Register, see, as clear as they can 
see the sun at noon day, that, if the pro- 
mises of the India minister (Mr. Dundas) 
and the engagements of the Fast-India 
Company, whereunto if was bound by an 
act of parliament ; it may not be quite use- 
less to make the people sce, that, if these 
promises and engagements had been ful- 
filled, the national exchequer would be sir 
millions richer than it now is, and that, of 
course, we should have 1o occasion for any 
additional tax on salt, er on any thing else 
this year. This, therefore, is what I will, 
with the aid of Mr. Fiancis’s pamphlet, now 
endeavour to do, prefacing what I have to 
say with a genera? proposition or two, which, 
though quite indisputable, may not be al- 
together uonecessary.——That all colonies, 
aud those in the Kast-lndies of course, form 


part of the dominions of the mother-coun- 


try : that His Majesty is the Sovereign oi 
such dominions: that he, with the advice 
and conseat of the parliament, has a right 
to pass laws for the government of such do- 
minions, and for the regulation of the trade 
therewith. Now, as to the East-Indies 10 
pirticular, without entering into the history 
of their first settlement, or of the regula- 
tions subsequently adopted relative to their 
internal government and their trade, it will 
be quite sufficient for every present purpose 
to state; that it had, previously to the year 


- 


1793, been thought advisable to connoe 
the trade of India (with some exceptions 


“not worth mentioning here) to an association 


of merchants, commonly called the Last- 
India Company ; that a charter was grant 
to this company of merchants, securing 
them the pr: fitable monopoly of the sai 
trade; that, in the year 1793, this charter 
Was about-to expire; that Mr. Dundas, 
then president of whatis called the Board of 
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Oh, Control “for India Affairs, did, in 1793, | national purposes; were to go in aid of 
y: negotiate with the said Company the the taxes, for the support of goverment, 
in tert) OE wney a pore “ain . prea says Mr. Francis, ** was the only 
! of ots  debata ‘continue to euioy the |; aR F eceivable by the public, 
which Mey _eayoy ime in return for the surrender of the gene- 
No immense MOnop ly above-mentioned.-—— € ralrights of the nation to participate in 
by oe ei vc bode iby baterioan Tel; ah , ov meee = eet of the Rri- 
ight epeceted ii may aot be improper to show, | “* appe: reek Dave Pally and certainly it 
eee as : . 7 ppears, on the face of the act, that 
a : Perth saad asindbearis fomss ‘ a oat ‘pains were professed'y la- 
hot for ‘enatdinilee any ° British subject may “6 sabi dike ne ~ af the funds, frou 
ung send his ship or ships. ‘The island is open |“ proved i ° 9 deg * Pi ¥ be made, 
live to everyone. Its trade is an object of | “ hci rw < Unentagh sadie az year, the de- 
this competition; and, so, one would naturally | “ veto omer ae 1 ch I gba Boor 
less, sav, it ought to be, seeing that the diets “¢ in conrad bee ar — — yy nana 
em, and armies, raised and maintained by the | “ ale Perens sangeet is the Com- 
ail- nation in general sre sent’ forth Fa oie m to make such payment into 
of occasion requires ‘te defend and ee | ae eat ggrty aa the amount thereof, so 
_ , + and preserve unpaid, ‘ should and might be recover- 
can it, Our fleets and armies are sent forth to | “ ed by action of debt, &c. with da- 
ne detend and preserve India too; but, the | © mages afier the rate of r¢ per cent wat 
a" trade of India is not leit open to usall, | “ annum:’ * and the aid united Come 
dia A company of merchants have, by charter, | “ pany and their successors, and all their 
eB iets mosopoty oF i “That de | sock snd fds ad all their real and 
, g parliament have aright to grant | “ personal property and estate, lands and 
ese such a charter there can be no doubt; that | “ tenements. whatever and wherever, shall 
ul. it was wise to doit, inthe present instance, | & be and are hereby snpuia: daalitt ok or 
sir some persons greatly doubt ; but, it would | “* liable to the payment of the caid monies 
a ra te pay a ead | : and dainages, with full costs of suit.” 
Ise sich a ‘hiedhat he’ alee Pr sald. Bo | 6 - ~ 7 ee vey Spans 21), j 
Mi, somethiny for fie Coulee apo ‘ar ’ te | “ oe indulgence vs che OMpPany, 
se orice ibe ag “3 : , , a ~~ “ rope ; that if the making mel half. arly pays 
lo England. makes an i i 7 ee “ pee — pelacvat statute wateriat “it 
ch, natiinel exchequer for Pa ese O é ” a pated yy em to the ( vm- 
al. edi sebopaiy Upon wt mk oe : pany 5 whe ve: Directors are required 
Cs, ne not, however called on y hickle, as , ia th ae o — ritgee 
‘m The East-India Cor patie did ed or tee ag he yee piee ye joan a ‘ ‘ send 
a something in return tor the charter and “ tbe shimite gr? dare sae d alway 
¥ monopoly granted them. They engaged, | “ that there be lat | before bath nis sn f 
ce indeed, to domany things; but Eat 71K ts Destin taint meses ( : od ete ' 
bh to ‘heen tomy sida! oO aa — 4 i .. lainen ; aban oar en days after 
0s will 7 Bde myself aie Soe js i ee such caer if Parliam ont 
. hew engage- shall be then sitti r otherwise with- 
“‘e ments, and that one, in which | sitink se in Prt te ha ar wee 
" » ple in general are most deeply interest- | “ next session of P irliament, a: Copy of 
4 SRO oS a ar gee 
.j a aie sahtiige™ \ ap PpCal,.—-—« “ our ) irectors, whereon tac 
‘1 ines pany eveaged, ni seer oer A te shall! have been granted.’ * And 
= [ih macs Ropeecene beeen Lc Soebetsey pene ae) wee 
ar reducing the debt of the Conpany (then “ the str duiaaela ‘shall fall short of ina 
€ estimated at 7 millions) to 2 millions ; but, | “ king i saint of 00 cool. a year f 
- listead of that the debt has been swelled " ar danced the ublic, the deficic = 
" fom 7 millions to 20 millions! "This, |  ¢ shall be deemed'as @ debi to. be made 
te oweve: iseuliviaendats s;  Lhis, shall be deemed as a debi to be made 
d Aste A Sen pert as a specimen. 1 good to. the public upon the devermina- 
0 alone 1 shall Selestet odes on which m tion of the Company's exch sive trade, 
d paying Roc, «sity ae well ; that of : if they mane agse!s uthcient after pays 
r a year during the g’s Exchequer 500,000). : ment 0 their just debts, and after nra- 
, charter § the twenty years for which the | “ king xood to the Company the value of 
f 2 and monopoly were granted ; which | “ their capital stock. With all these pre- 
; §90,0001, a y Bees > ree sabotage p 
a year were to be applied to | “ cautions, and with funds, which are as- 
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«self had ‘been completely falsified by the 
“event. They jhave not,” continued hy, 


« sumed by the Legislature as equal net only 
* totbis but to other appropriations, which 
“ pave not yet been mentioncd, the -burden 
*s of the proof of. inabjlity lies on the Di 
** rectors, who afier the first year have mad: 
“ no payment. on this account, awbo have 
‘s made uo representation to the Lords of the 
** Treasury, or, if they have, newher their 
“ representation npr the order of the Treasury, 
“ ate bas been laid before both Houses of 
“ Parliament; ~—Thus, then, this engage- 
menthas not-been.kept. Instead of twelve 
times five hundred thousand) pounds (it 
being twelve years since the law. was pas- 
sed); instead of 6 millions sterling, the 
nation has received: from the Company 
‘only 500,000l. only one-twelfth part of what 
it ought to have received !~— Now, how 
comes it that this engagement has not been 
fulfilled ?; How comes it, that this im- 
portant provision of a most important act 
of parliament bas not been obtyed? We 
have been told, year after year, hat India, 
and the affairs. of the India Company, are 
in- the most prosperous situation. That the 
Company. has funds suflicient, and more 
than sufficient, for every purpose for which 
their funds srerequired, No representa- 
tion of inability to make good the engage- 
ment has been made, as the act in such 
case directs, to the Lords of the:Treasury, 
or, as Me, Braneis, says, if such represen- 
tation has been made, neither such repre- 
sentation, northe order thereon made by 
the said Lords, has been, as the act directs, 
Jail) before both Houses. of Parliament. 
But, what do the ministers, and .particu- 
larly the minister: for the affairs of India ; 
what does Lord Castlereagh say upon the 
subject? What excuse does he make ? 
This we must now hear ; for, to his state- 
ment upon this subject it is,. that Mr. 
Francis's pamphlet is principally inteuded 
as a reply. His lordship’s speech, now 
about to be quoted, was delivered, in the 
‘House of Commons, on the rothiof Joly 
last. It was soon afterwards published in 
a pamphiet, under his own inspection, and 
. it will be found correctly inserted from the 
a reports in the Parliamentary De- 
tes, Vol If) p. 1151.——In. this speech, 
his lordship sets out with saying, * that‘he 
© is the«more desirous of putting. parlia- 
* ment in possession of correct: informa- 
“ tion relative:to the finances of India, 
** from the nergeverance with:which: gen- 
piensa 5 age of the-house, 
~ “* Dave asserted, year, ‘that all ‘the 
“* estimates, deb tiene to diane laid before 
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centainly. charged either with wilful ¢, 
dc]iberate.. misrepresentation ; but they 
impute tous the having relied for ou, 
conclusions Bpon estimates, formed upon 
a confined and inadequate yiew of ih, 
probable expenditure for the preceding 
yeat ; and that, under the deception of 
our over-sanguine feelings, we have given 
to parliament and to the public positive as. 
suraners of results that hgve never taken 
place.” How many words..a man nay 


employ to express what would be much 
-mone, correctly .and. more intelligibly ex. 
pressed by one ortwo!. As to the shougit; 
of 
Howse, Lord Castlereagh had, perhaps, 
some means of coming at them: but, a 
far. as: ty.observations have gone, thos 
gentlemen never haye said, that the fallacy 
of the statements im question proceeded from 
the ** over-sanguine feelings” of either of te 
two persons, in whose hands the aifairs of 
India have so long been, . They did noi, 
as the India fimancier truly asseris, “ charge 


the gentlemen on the other side of the 


either with wilful or deliberate misrepre- 
sentation ;” nor did they ever say a word 


to the contrary. They said. nothing about 
motive: they spoke of the actions ; an¢, | 
‘ ag to the motive, very properly, left the 
. House and the public to draw the inference 
for themselves.“ Year after year,” sod 
they, “ these presideass. of. the, board of 


control haye made a grand display of 
the prosperity. of the affairs of the Las 
India Company; year after, year hae 
they boasted of the increasing resources 
of that. Company ; and, yet, though i 
non fulfilment of an .engagement Wil 
the -nation, which engagement was g¥s 
ranteed by an actiof parliament, the Eas 
India: Company has. paid but 500,000. 
instead of 6 milliens. of pounds, which, 
since the year 1793, it. onght to bee 
paid into the King’s Exchequer, ' aid 
of rhe taxes raised upon the pep 


. This, in substance, is. what. has beeo id 
over and over. again, ‘‘ by the gente 


on the other side of. the House,” 23 lo" 


Castlereagh calls it; . particularly bas * 
been said by Mr. Francis and Mr. eye 
but, :never, that I have observed, did c'™" 
of those gentlemen-say asingle word 10)" 


ich 


tification of the motives, irom wh sed 
presidents. of the board of Lege 
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the gentlemen.on the other side of the 
tig his lordship 80 happily, and with 
yo much dignity, describes them. “ The 
« charge,” says he, speaking of the com; 
plaint relative to the non-payment of the 
sanval half million; “ The charge is, that 
« q positive assurance was given by my noble 
« friend to the public, in thé year-1793, of 
« the participation of 500,0001. being. re- 
« gularly paid, and that his lordship” (then 
Mr. Dundas) * had ofien declared, the 
“ finances of the empire”’ (meaning the 
mother country, which it will be better for 
usto designate it by the single word England) 
“would derive aid from the resources of 
“ India, before India became a charge to 
“ thé mother country.” This Mr, Dun- 
das did promise the parliament and the 
pation over and ,over again. How the 
promise has been fulfilled we shall’ see ‘by- 
and-by, after we have heard ont Lord Castle- 
reach, who continues thus: ‘* As to this 
“charge, I have only to meet thz assertions 
“ of gentlemen, who state, that these as- 
“ surances were given. absolutely and witp- 





i“ out guatification, by a-serting, that they 


never were so given; referring, for the 
truth of my denial, to the recorded sen- 
‘ timents of my noble friend, as published 
at the time.” They were, no doubf, 
made absolutely, with reference to a s/ate 
of peace ; but, so far from being equally, 
applied to a state of war, parliament was 
dtstinctly apprised by my noble friend, at 
the time. that war, in proportion to the 
extent of its operation, and more parti- 
cularly war ‘on the continent of India, 
most wholly alter the calculations then 
made. A hope was entertained by my 
noble friend, at the commencement of the 
laie war, that in. the then crippled state 
cf the enemy, our expense abroad might 
sot be such, as to disturb materially our 
financial prospects; but he pointedly 
gvarded himself against causes of ex- 
pense, distinct frou) the probable direct 
efforts of France in India. Since that 
lime, we have had two Indian wars, one 
With Tippoo, the other with the Mahrattas. 
We have had rebellions, litle inferior to 
, vars, ia the expenditure c.«anected with 
" their suppression : and we have, in that time, 
., ited out from India various expeditions, 
., ind prominently that to Egypt, not imme- 
" diately connected with the Company's ser 
« ut the charges of which, with interest 
«ince accraed (in whatever proportion they 
may ultimately fall on the publi 
“ my noble friend’s ‘st Hd reali 2 hac 
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[uss 


they been unaccompanied, by the express — 


** qualifications which made a part of them 
“ at the time, be in fairness considered as 
** applying to such a staté of things 4s I have 
« described ? Or is it wonderfal, under such 
‘an accumulation of expense, incurred not 
‘* merely on account of the Company but of the 
* public, that the result; which my noble 
friend was justified in opening to parlia- 


¢ ment in the year 1793; should stand sus- 


*« pended, in whatever degree those causes 
‘* have continued to operate? This house 
«* wil! recollect, when my noble friend stated 
*« his conviction, that the empire was likely 
** to derive aid from India, before the de- 
“ fence of India would become chargeable 
“ upon the mother country; that this state- 


“© ment was made to meet the thea gloom 


ould | w 


“ predictions of gents. on the other side’ of ' 


« the house, who asserted, such was the de- 
‘* plorable state of the Company's finances, 


© that the empire must soon bedrained at bome, 


* for the defence of oitr possessions in India. 
“The truth of these predictions has beén 
** now pretty fairly tried, by ten years-of the 
** most expensive war, duriug which time 
‘€ India (animportant exception to all ovr otber 
“ foreign dependentizs) has sustained its own 
‘* expense, and is, at the present day, more 
‘6 equal than ever to continue so to do,” 
Here, then, are pointed out to us four dis- 
tinct objects of inquiry: Fiasr, whether Mr. 
Duaodas did, in giving his assurances, make 
those exceptions and qualifications, of which 
his successor bas now thought proper to 
speak, and to which he has talked of refer- 
ring, but to which he has not referred. To 
cover all failures, says Mr. Francis (whose 
words I shall now nearly copy as far as they 
relate to this first point), one general argu- 
ment is resorted lo, and is supposed to be 
sufficient to silenee all objections, namely, 
the wars in India. Lord Cast'ereagh af- 
firms *‘ that the assurances given by Lord 





* Melville, were not given absolutely and — 


* without qualification ; that they were go 
« doubt made absolately with reference to a 
© state of peace, and that parliament was 
6 distinct'y afprized by his noble friend, gt 
“* the time, that war, and more ‘seta f 
« war on the continent of India, must whe 
“* Jy alter the calculations then made, Singe 
«* that (ime we have had two Indian wars, 
“ one with Tippdo, the other with 

‘© Mahrattas. We have’ bad rebellions lit- 
“tle inferior to wars io’ the expendityre 
« connected with their soppression, &c. ; 
« and, therefore, be calls the whole ten years 


rd * 


a period of nearly uninterrupted war.”—Ik . 
‘wild bh | Lord Castle- 
‘reagh had specified the time when, and the 


ave been desirable that L 


> toe ee 
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precise terms in which Lord Meiville made 
those previous declarations, by which parlia- 
iment is supposed to have been distinctly ap- 
prised that the case of war must qwéolly aller 
Ais calculations. Jo common parlance, the 
words no doubt imply some degree of uncer- 
tainty, and are never used when specific evi- 
dence can be produced in support of a spect- 
fic assertion. In the course of that very 
time, which is called a period of nearly unin- 
terrupted evar, we have his own annual de- 
clarations in print, affirming the exact con- 
trary, repeated from year to year, and rising 
in vehemence of assertion in every succes- 
sive year, until he resigned in Juve 1801. To 
clear up this question, we shall do what 
Lord Castlereagh has omitted; that is, we 
shall once more state the time, the Alace, and 
Lord Melville's own words on the subject. 
-——In the first place, we state and affirm, 


that every provision aod appropriation of 


the annval surplus of revenue in Judia, made 
by the Act of 1703, is equivalent to @ perse- 
nal ensagement, on the part of Lord Mel- 
vile, (who brought in the bill) that such 
surplus was to be depended on. ‘That fun- 
damental promise was preceded and follow- 
ed by many oral and written declarations, — 
On the 24th of May 1791, Lord Melville 
declared to the House of Commons, “ J am 
** not dsposed to undervalue the resources 
* of this country ; but, notwithstanding any 
inauspicions aspect the present affairs of 
“* India may be supposed to bear, I am still 
“* sanguine encngh to hope that the day is 


«et 


** much nearer, when the resources of India 
“ will administer aid to the revenues of ibis 
ee 


country, than that, on which we are to ap- 
* prehead that Iodia will call for aid from 
“the finances of Great Britain.’——dih 
June 1792.—** To save any gentleman the 
** trouble of putting the question to me, 
* whether I adhere to the hopes I gave last 
“« year, that the day is much nearer when 
the resources of India will administer aid 
to the revenges of this country, than that 
* on which we are to apprehend India will 
** call for aid from the finances of Great Bri- 
** tain; TL anticipate the question, and an- 
** swer in the affirmative; and the only dif- 
ference is, that 1 am more Sanguine in \hose 
** hopes than I was when I first asserted 
"© them."——In 1794, he reported to the 


Ls 


House on the pecuniary arrangements of 


1793, and said, “ ] have the satisfaction to 
“ reflect, that every statement, which has 
since been brought under consideration, 
has justified the expectations I entertained 
trom the measures I then recommended 
to the adoption of parliameot.”——On 
the 4th of. April 1794, he informed the 
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House of Commons “ that all the posses. 


* sions (the distant islands excepied) be. 
“longing to the only European power 
“in India, from whom we could hay. 


‘¢ any apprehensions of danger, had beeg 
“ capiured; that the alliance between Tip. 
‘ poo Sultan and the French was Cissolved » 
“ and that the effectual check, which Lord 
* Cornwallis had given to the Mysoresy 
‘6 power, had been followed by the tol) 
“ annibilation of that of the French on ihe 
* continent of India." ————On_ the 16th of 
June, 1795, he asserted, ** that, as in the 
* revenues, soin the sales at home, his es. 
* timates had been greatly exceeded ; that, 
« if he looked to India, he saw no circum. 
“« stance that did not lead to confidence ig 
“the increasing prosperity of the country, 
“ Jn tinre of war, and when the markets of 
“+ a great part of Europe were shut agains 
« the Company, their sales were greater than 


“€ they ever were before.’-—— 20:h of June, 


1790, he said: ** I have it still in my power 
* to assert, that the appearance of the af- 
fairs of the East-India Company, both at 
home and abroad, is mest favourable, 
* The predictions, I then ventured to make, 
*« have been all fully justified by the events; 
** and the sanguine hopes, I loug professed 
“ to entertain, have been all completely 
© realized.” —— On the 20:h of December, 
1796, he said: “ that every hope which 
* he had formerly suggested had now been 
** fully confirmed, and that even his moif 
9 sanguine representations had xof exceeded 


n~ 
o 


6 the truth. That the war, which’agitated 


‘€ Europe, did not reach the Companys 
** possessions, nor was it likely to do £0 
* with any bad effect. That he was con 
‘© fident in asserting, the state of the Com: 
‘* pany’s affairs in India was in an increasing 
progression of prosperity, and that there 
* was every prospect of the prosperity b«- 
© ing yet very considerably augmented; Uc 
“© only question was, how far that point o 
6 prosperity might be extended.”———Un the 
14th of July, 1797, he said: “ the prospe 
** rity of the East-India Company has bees 
‘* increasing from the period wheo the ope 
‘* ration of the present system was broug* 
‘« into full effect ; and the amelioration © 
their affairs, notwithstanding the war w" 


 Tinpoo Sultan, between that period 2° 


the present, ‘amounts to no less than 
** 11,000,0001. sterling, computing mere'y 


“ on the increase of assets, and the decres* 


of debts, without taking into the accou, 
“ the enhanced-value of the revenues ™ 


** India, and the improved state of the cor 
** merce. 


“ aflairs of the Company have been 19 ° 
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ait} 
« sate of improvement. The prospects 
« now held out are fully warranted.” ——~ 
Qn the 12th of March, 1799, he said: « I 
« am entitled to make that conclusion trom 
« the immensé improvement in the Compa- 
« py’s affairs since it has been under its 
« present management, Notwithstanding 
“ the expensive wars in which we have 
« been engaged, &c.; nofwithslarding the 
« interraption, which commerce mast a/- 
« ways, more or less, experience in a state 
« of earfare; yet have the affairs of India 
« gone on, from year to year, in a state of 
« prooressive improvement, without their pros- 
“ perity having stagnated for @ single mo- 
« ment,”’——On the 25th of March, 1800: 
« the estimate of the year 1793 was formed 
“on the most accurate calculations pre- 
“ scribed by the experience of past years, 
“ That the prospects might not be over- 
“rated, the resources, though evidently in 
“ a stale of tinprovement, were taken on a 
“ moderate scale. This is proved by the 
“issue. Their produce has more than justi- 
“ fed the expectations; and, although fluctua- 
“ tions oh so immense ‘a revenue must na- 
“ turaliy be expected, the estimate has been 
“ exceedzdin no less a sum than 1,000,000). 
“ sterling on the average.” —— Having gone 
through the whole of the figures, he said he 
had no doubt on his mind, but that the com- 
mittee would be convinced, as he was, from 
the results of the whole, that the affairs of 
the Company were in a most flourishing and 
prosperous situation ! On the 23d of July, 
1800, he said : “* In the year 1797, I pre- 
: sented to the committee a most flattering 

view of the surprising improvement 
brought about in the course of ten years. 
lhe reduction of debts, and the increase 
of assets, were to an amount exceeding 
11,100,000]. under the pressure and va- 
rious contingencies of war. But I have 
carried the comparison three years far- 
ther, which will take in a great part of 
the immense expenditure of the late war 
with Mysore ; and find that the improve- 
ment during the zbirteen years on the 
same principle is 11,880,0001, If it be 
inquired, what is the state of the concern 
between 1706-7, and the date of the pre- 
sent accounts, in which period the ex- 
¥ (raordinary pressure has been mostly felt, 

tls satisfactory to'discover that, without 
_ ‘Ny aid from increase of capital, the im- 
Of has still been 747,000!."—— 
«we 30th of Jane, 1801, he said: < the 
. from Foe oath bebe ote be — 
« Comn general aspect of the 


“ Meartaaees affairs. It is with’ the most 
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*€ plates the amazing change in our political 
** relations in the East, at the present time, 
** compared cvith what they were in 1784, 
‘© Let it suflice to say, that, by a happy 
** combination of clforts, both at home and 
** abroad, effects have been produced which 
** could scarcely have entered the minds of the 
most sanguine !’——Now, the reader will 
keep in mind, that this was the language ot 
Mr. Dundas, year after year, while the Bast 
India Company was augmenting tts debt 
from seven millions towards the twenty mi}- 
lions which that debt has now arrived at, 
instead of sinking, as it was expected to do, 
down to two millions ; and while the Com- 
pany was paying, after the first year vot one 
farthing into the Kiog’s Exchequer, instead 
of paying thereinto half a million every year, 
according to the engagement, the perform- 
ance of which engagement was so stfictly 
enjoined by an act of parliament! Yet, after 
all this, comes my Lord Castlereagh, and 
positively asserts, that his predecessor never 
calculated upon the ability of the Company 
to make the said payment, in case of wars 
in India! When it was during the time of 
such wars, that Mr. Dundas, from year to 
year asserted, that the affairs of the Com- 
pany continued to grow more and more pros- 
serous ! The declaration’ last quoted was the 
last that parliament heard of Mr. Dundas, 
in his capacity of India minister. The last 
words the parliament heard from him, on 
the subject of India were, that ‘* by a happy 
‘ combination of efforts both at home and 
«¢ abroad, effects had been produced, which 


“© could scarcely have cotered the minds of 


‘the most sanguine.” And, yet we are 
now told about the inability prodaced by 
wars; and, we have the mortification to 
know, that out of six millions of money, due 
from the Company to the public for the 
charter and monopoly, only the half of one 
million ever has been paid !——But, se- 
CONDLY, suppose that, contrary to all the 
calculations, assertions, and promises that 
we have just seen, there did arise, either 
from wars, or from any other cause, an in- 
ability to pay the snoval half million to the 
nation. Supposing this to be the real truth, 
where are the documents to satis'y the par- 
liament and the people? Where is the evt- 
dence, required by the act? When were 
parliament informed of any application bav- 
ing been made to the Lords of ihe Treasury 
for a postponement of these payments? And, 
where is the order. mace by those lords for 
such postponement, which order was to be 
laid before the parliament? Mr. Francis po- 
sitively asserts, that no such p»pers have 
ever been laid before parliament ; ass yet 
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we know, that the money has not been 
paid? Where, then, was the authority to 
dispense with the payment, and to dispense 
also with the production of these vouchers, 
positively required by the act? ~Can the 
iudia minister, or can apy minister, possess 
an authority like this? Surely not, for it is 
nothing short of an authority independent 
of the parliament to suspend, or dispense 
with altogether, the observance of an act of 
parliament !——Tasirpiy; in the preced- 
ing observations, it has been taken for 
granted, that the East-India Company has, 
ever since the renewal of the charter, been 
engaged in expensive wars; and, it has been 
shown, that according to Mr. Dundas’s 
statements, even that supposition would not 
go a step towards excusing the failure to 
pay the half million a year into the Kings 
Exchequer, But, the fact itself is not found- 
ed in truth. In the ten years ending in 
March, 1803, there was only one actual war 
in India, that against Tippoo Sultan, which 
began in March and ended in May 1799 ; 
and, as to the exjenses of this war, Mr. 
Francis shows, from the dispatches of Lord 
Wellesley himself, that the war must have 
paid much more than its own expenses ! 
** The heavy pressife of the Mahratta war,” 
the opérations of which did not Legin till 
August, 1803, is introduced into an account 
which closes with the preceding March!—— 
Fourtuty ; Lord Castlereagh mentions the 
sum of seven millons, expended, he says, by 
the East-India Company, in military and 
naval expeditions, “‘ not immediately con- 
** nected with the Company's service.” Of 
these seven millions, as he calls them, the 
sum of 1,230,9951. is charged for the taking 
Possession, very quiet possession indeed, of a 
few open French factories, and a couple of 
Datch forts, which sutrendered as soon as 
summoned. For the expedition against the 
Island of Ceylon is charged 3,130,591). 
The charge for the India Company's part of 
the expedition to Egypt is about 2,000,000). 
Now, whether these can be called expedi- 
tions, not Immediately connected with the 
Company's service, may be a question, 
theugh, it cannot escape one, that, if they 
were not essentially necessary to the safety 
of India, there has been a most shocking 
waste of British lives and British taxes, in 
the wars in Ceylon and Egypt. What, 
great God ! were those wars for, if they were 
not immediately coonected with the: safety 
ef India! But leaving this question (and a 
very important one it is) open to future dis- 
cussion, what is the fact: with regard to the 
Company's inability to pay the yearly half 
million, as caused by the expenditure occa-— 
sioned by these expeditions? Lord Castle- 
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reagh would seem to mean, that, the Com. 
pany, to be sure, owes the public 5! mij. 
lions, but then, on the other hand, 1h. 
public owes the Company seven millions. 
and that, therefore, it is not at all sarprizing 
thatthe public has not received, and doc, 
not receive, the half million a year. Bui, \ 
this so? Surely, when Lord Castlereagh has 
thought a little, he will find it quite other. 
wise. He will find, that, for the som 
charged on account of the expeditions 
against the French and Dutch factories, a5 
also for that charged for the expeditions 
against Ceylon ; for these sums he will find, 
that the Company has given themselves fu! 
credit tn the account of their stock, and that 
they charge the public znzerest ibereon. The 
charge for the expedilion to Egypt stands in 
the same predicament ; for, though its pre- 
cise amount has not been settled, it appears 
by a note at the foot of the accounts, that 
the Company's claims thereon amount, 
probably, to upwards of two millions ; and, 
for all this stock has been created, and 
the public are paying interest for it. 
But, this is not all. We have seen, tha 
the whole of these charges, supposing them 
to be fairly brought as a set off against what 
the Company owes to the public, amount 
to no more than 6 millions, Now, one 
would hope, that it was hardly necessary 
to remind Lord Castlereagh, that since the 
month of January,. 1803, three muiiions 
have been voted by parliament, and paid 
to the East-India Company out of ouf taxes, 
towards discharging what we owed that 
Company for the aforesaid expeditions! ‘to 
be sure, only ézwe of these millions had been 
actually voted, atthe time when his lordship 
published his speech ; but, one would have 
thought that two. millions, out of six were 
quite sufficient to be entitled to notice, 10 4 
performance so deliberately seat forth to 
the world, as a refutation of the statemen’ 
of members of Parliament. ——This, thes, 
is the state of the case, the public have been 
debited for 6 millions expended, or said ' 
have been expended, by the East-India 
Company, in expeditions (certainly for the 
sake of India) against the Indian setilemeo 
of the French and Datch, and against Cey- 
lon and Egypt, 3 millions of wh:ch six the 
pubiic-have paid in taxes; while, out o 
6 millions, due to the public from the East: 
india Company, only half a million bas been 
: . ‘oined: by 
paid, though the payment was enjoine’ 
an act of parliament stil] in fall force. Ao 
yet, scarcely a word has been said upon va 
subject, while strenuous efforts are mace 
to resist a tax, the gross annual amount © 
which is only a hundred or two of theu 
sands of pounds. This is, indeed, straining 
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and swallowing a giant |+—Be- 


at a enat = “ 
(ore Lconclude, T cannot refrato from saying 
a few words upon the subject, in a different 
view of it from any that, as far as I recol- 
fect, has yet been taken.—— The annual 
ayment so often méntioned above ought, 
by law, to take place. The Company is 
lable to be called upon for it. ‘Not to be 
called upon is a great advantage to the Com- 
pany, of course, and a great injury to the 
nation, in a pecuniary way ; but, in a po- 
litical way, as a méans of adding to the al- 
ready -immense influence of the minister of 
the day, be he who he will, it is beyond all 
comparison more injurious, as every one 
must perceive, who reflects, that he thus 
holds the vast India interest with a bridle in 
its mouth, The ‘act provided, indeed, for 
making the postponement officially known 
(o parliament, if a postponement should be- 
come necessary. The reasons for the post- 
onement were to be stated to parliament; 
and this would naturally have given rise to 
discussion. Here was something of a check. 
But, the postponement has taken place ; it 
has existed almost ever since the act was 
passed; no money has been paid for eleven 
years; and yet Mr. Fidncis clearly states, 
that no such report, as is, in such case, reé- 
quired by the acl, has ever, at any time, 
been made to the parliament! The whole 
uncontrouled power has, then, been exer- 
eised by the minister of the day? who 
has, for reasons yet unexplained, forborne 
to require from the East-India Company, 
5,500,0001, which, according to an act of 
parliament, that Company owes to the 
public, That there is not justifiable cause 
for this forbearance no one asserts ; but, 
we do assert, that this cause has not been 
sated to parliament, as the act requires ; 
and, we cannot but know, that during the 
whole of the time that this forbearance has 
deen exercised, the ministers for India 
affairs, have been officially representing the 
atairs of the Company as in a state of 
Prosperity beyond what their most san- 
gulne expectations could have anticipated. 
——I1 thas break off, for the present, 
hoping that the affairs of India will shortly 
ae an ample discussion in parliament, 
of ‘ne wri recommending to the perusal 
to whi yey: the whole of that performance, 
cate de will easily perceive T am almost 
Urely indebted for the ‘little knowledge I 
j,Jdiained. upon the subject. 

reatipnat? Lecistature.——Some inte- 
and abba of Pe ee ee Boe tine 
head Ts athaica will be found at the 
of the preceding sheet. The-adtitess 


pee nobly to his Majesty, upon the 
subject of the fie: Sane late order 
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for interrupting the intercourse with Ame- 
rica, (See ps 389) is worthy of particular at- 
tention. Lord Camden’s letter, upon which 
the Lieut. Governor acted, will be found 
amongst the documents; and, from it, I 
(hink, it clearly appears, that the Lieut, Go- 
vernor did not act conformably to the spirit, 
at least, of the instructions sent him from the 
ministers. Lord Lavington; Governor of 
the Leward Islands, received a Jetter-to the 
same purport, and, indeed, in the same words, 
from Lord Camden; but, as may be seen by 
refering to his proclamation in p 843 of the 
present volume, he thought himself fully au- 
thortsed to continue the intercourse — bettucen 
those islands and the United States of America. 
Some stable regulation should be adopted 
with regard to this important matter. The 
well being, and, eventually, the peace and 
allegiance of a great colony; should not be 
thus suffered to depend upon the will of an 
individual. The truth is, that. there 
should bé some principles laid down by act 
of parliament for regulating this intercourse. 
‘Lhe necessaries of life to a colony, anda 
great colony too, should never be received as 
ad boow at the hands of any minister, ‘The 
West India interest is great; but, it is easy 
to conceive, that it never can, for one mo- 
ment, be independent of the minister of the 
day, so long as. that minister can, without 
coming to parliament, continue, or cut off, 
the source of food to the West Indies. Lord 
Sheffield objects strongly to: this straighten- 
ing, or stretching, the navigation laws, by 
Orders of Council. 1 do not recollect the 
precise grounds of his tordship's objection ; 
but, certain!¥ the objection that I have stated 
is quite: sufficient without any other.—The 
ministerial power, in this case, must operate 
like that exercised with respect to the annual 





-half million of the East India Company. The 


loans to Grenada was another instance of the 
same sort. These things have arisen oot so 
much from design, on the part of the minis- 
fer, as from a general want of watchfulness. 
The evils of influence always come on at first 
in the guise, as well as under the name, of 
benefits. Proceeding from a distance, too, 
and advancing through channels so devious, 
their approach is scarcely ever perceived till 
it is too late. Hence is there some reason 
to fear, that; if we are not upon ovr guard, 


‘the prediction of a profound politician will 
“be verified: “ that, the English constitation 
-« would perish under the effect of a disease 


“ creeping over her from her extremities.” 
Stave Trabe. « Last week,” (says 
the Suw of the 18th instant) * the wife of 
‘+ One Of the men employed: in cutting the - 
¢ canal at Shornelitfe was conducted by ber 
« hosband to the market place et Hythe, 
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we know, that the money bas not been 
paid? Where, then, was the authority to 
dispense with the payment, and to dispense 
also with the production of these vouchers, 
positively required by the act? -Cao the 
Judia minister, or can apy minister, possess 
an authority like this? Surely not, for it is 
nothing short of an authority independent 
of the parliament to suspend, or dispense 
with altogether, the observance of an act of 
parliament |—~—Tairpiy; in the preced- 
ing observations, it has been taken for 
granted, that the East-India Company has, 
ever since the renewal of the charter, been 
engaged in expensive wars; and, it has been 
shown, that according to Mr. Dundas’s 
statements, even that supposition would not 
g° a step towards excusing the failure to 
pay the half million a year into the Kings 
Exchequer, But, the fact itself is not found- 
ed in truth. In the ten years ending in 
March, 1803, there was only one actual war 
in India, that against Tippoo Sultan, which 
began in March and ended in May 1799; 
and, as to the exenses of this war, Mr. 
Francis shows, from the dispatches of Lord 
Wellesley himself, that the war must have 
paid much more than its own expenses ! 
*« The heavy presse of the Mahratta war,” 
the operations of which did not Legin till 
August, 1803, is introduced into an account 
which closes with the preceding March !—— 
Fourruty ; Lord Castlereagh mentions the 
sum of seven millons, expended, he says, by 
the East-India Company, in military and 
naval expeditions, “‘ not immediately con- 
** nected with the Company's service.” Of 
these seven millions, as he calls them, the 
sum of 1,230,9951. is charged for the taking 
possession, very quiet possession indeed, of a 
few open French factories, and a couple of 
Datch forts, which surrendered as soon as 
summoned. For the expedition against the 
Island of Ceylon is charged 3,130,591). 
The charge for the India Company's part of 
the expedition to Egypt is about 2,000,000. 
Now, whether these can be called expedi- 
tions, not Immediately connected with the 
Company's service, may be a question, 
though, it cannot escape one, that, if they 
were not essentially necessary to the safety 
of India, there has been a most shocking 
waste of British lives and British taxes, in 
the wars in Ceylon and Egypt. What, 
great God! were those wars for, if they were 
not immediately connected with the safety 
ef India! But leaving this question (and a 
very important one it is) open to future dis- 
cussion, what is the fact: with regard to the 
Company's inability to fay the yearly half 
millon, as caused by the expenditure occa- 


sioned by these expeditions ? Lord Castle- 
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reagh would seem to mean, that, the Com. 
pany, to be sure, owes the public 54 mil- 
lions, but then, on the other hand, tie 
public owes the Company seven millions 
and that, therefore, it is not at all surprizing, 
that the public has not received, and does 
not receive, the half million a year, Bun, js 
this so? Surely, when Lord Castlereagh has 
thought a little, he will find it quite other. 
wise. He will find, that, for the som 
charged on account of the expeditions 
against the French and Dutch factories, as 
also for that charged for the expeditions 
against Ceylon; for these sums he will find, 
that the Company has given themselves fui 
credit tn the account of their stock, and that 
they charge the public anzerest sbereon. The 
charge for the expedition to Egypt stands in 
the same predicament ; for, though its pre- 
cise amount has not been settled, it appears 
by a note at the foot of the accounts, that 
the Company's claims thereon amount, 
probably, to upwards of two millions ; and, 
for all this stock has been created, and 
the public are paying interest for it. 
But, this is not all. We have seen, that 
the whole of these charges, supposing them 
to be tairly brought as a set off against what 
the Company owes to the public, amount 
to no more than 6 millions, Now, one 
would hope, that it was hardly necessary 
to remind Lord Castlereagh, that since the 
month of January,. 1803, three millions 
have been voted by parliament, and paid 
to the East-India Company out of ouf taxes, 
towards discharging what we owed that 
Company for the aforesaid expeditions! ‘To 
be sure, only éwe of these millions had been 
actually voted, atthe time when his lordship 
published his speech ; but, one would have 
thonght that two millions out of six were 
quite sufficient to be entitled to notice, in 4 
performance so deliberately seat forth to 
the world, as a refutation of the statemen 
of members. of Parliament.——This, theo, 
is the state of the case, the public have been 
debited for 6 millions expended, or said 10 
have been expended, by the East-India 
Company, in expeditions (certainly for the 
sake of India) against the Indian setilemen's 
of the French and Datch, and against Cey- 
lon and Egypt, 3 millions of wh:ch six the 
pubiic have paid in taxes; while, out 

6 millions, due to the public from the East- 
lodia Company, only half a million bas = 
paid, though the payment was enjow re 
an act of parliament still mm full. force. i 
yet, scarcely.a word has been said upon t rm 
subject, while strenuous efforts are ™* 

to resist a tax, the gross. annual amont” i 
which is only a hundred or two of t os 
sands of pounds, This is, indeed, staining 
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at a gnat and swallowing a giant |~—-Be- 
fore conclude, I cannot refrain from saying 
a few words upon the subject, in a different 
view of it from any that, as far as I recol- 
lect, has yet been taken.——The annual 
ayment so often méntioned above ought, 
by law, to take place. The Company is 
liable to be called upon for it. Not to be 
called upon is a great advantage to the Com- 
pany, of course, anda great injury to the 
nation, in a pecuniary way; but, in a po- 
litical way, as a méans of adding to the al- 
ready-immense influence of the minister of 
the day, be he who he will, it is beyond all 
comparison more injurious, as every one 
must perceive, who reflects, that he thus 
holds the vast India interest with a bridle in 
its mouth. The act provided, indeed, for 
making the posfponement officially known 
to parliament, if a postponement should be- 
come necessary. The reasons for the post- 
ponement were to be stated to parliament; 
and this would naturally have given rise to 
discussion. Here was something of a check. 
But, the postponement has taken place ; it 
has existed almost ever since the act was 
passed ; no money has been paid for eleven 
years; and yet Mr. Fiancis clearly states, 
that no such report, as is, in such case, re- 
quired by the acl, has ever, at any time, 
been made to the parliament! The whole 
uncontrouled power has, then, been exer- 
eised by the minister of the day? who 
lias, for reasons yet unexplained, forborne 
to require from the East-India Company, 
5,500,000l. which, according to an act of 
parliament, that Company owes to the 
public, That there is not justifiable cause 
for this forbearance no one asserts ; but, 
we do assert, that this cause has not been 
stated to parliament, as the act requires ; 
and, we cannot but know, that during the 
whole of the time that this forbearance has 
been exercised, the ministers for India 
alfairs, have been officially representing the 
atlairs of the Company as in a state of 
prosperity beyond what their most san- 
guine expectations could have anticipated. 
——I thas break off, for the present, 
hoping that the affairs of India will shortly 
undergo an ample discussion in parliament, 
and earnestly recommending to the perusal 
ol the reader, the whole of that performance, 
to which he will easily perceive I am almost 
caurely indebted for the ‘little knowledge I 

ve objained upon the subject. 
Bar: Lecisi ature, —-—Some inte-~ 
snd’ :. : pe relative to the government 
ond a Jamaica will be found at the 
of the A € preceding sheet. Theaddress 

«sembly to his Majesty, upon the’ 


wobject of the Lieut. Governor's late order 
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for interrupting the intercourse with Ame- 
rica, (See ps 389) is worthy of particular at- 
tention. Lord Camden's letter, upon which 
the Lieut. Governor acted, will be found 
amongst the documents; and, from it, I 
(think, it clearly appears, that the Lieut. Go- 
vernor did not act couformably to the spirit, 
at least, of the instructions sent him from the 
ministers. Lord Lavington; Governor of 
the Leward Islands, received a Jetter-to the 
same purport, and, indeed, inthe same words, 
from Lord Camden; but, as may be seen by 
refering to his proclamation in p 843 of the 
present volume, he ¢honght himself fully aur 
thorited to continue the intercourse » bettucen 
those islands and the United States of America. 
Some stable regulation should be adopted 
with regard to this important matter. The 
well being, and, eveutoally, the peace and 
allegianee of a great colony;should not be 
thus suffered to depend upon the will of an 
individual. The truth is, that. there 
should be some principles laid down by aet 
of parliament for regulating this intercourse. 
‘Lhe necessaries of life to a colony, anda 
great colony too, shoald never be received as 
a boou at the hands of any minister, ‘The 
West India interest is great; but, it is easy 
to conceive, that it never can, for one mo- 
ment, be independent of the minister of the 
day, so long as that minister can, without 
coming to parliament, continue, or cut off, 
the source of food 10 the West Indies. Lord 
Sheffield objects strongly to this straighten- 
ing, or stretching, the navigation laws, by 
Orders of Council. [do not recollect the 
precise grounds of his tordship'’s objection ; 
but, certainly the objection that I have stated 
is quite sufficient without any oher.—The 
ministerial power, in this case, must operate 
like that exercised with respect to the annual 





-half million of the East India Company. The 


loans to Grenada was another instance of the 
same sort. These things have arisen not so 
much from design, on the part of the minis- 
ter, as from a general want of watchfulness. 
The evils of influence always come on at first 
in the guise, as well as under the name, of 
benefits. Proceeding from a distance, too, 
and advancing througl channels so devious, 
their approach is scarcely ever perceived till 
it is too late. Hence is there some reason 
to fear, that; if we are not upon ovr guard, 


‘the ptediction of a profound politician will 
“be verified: © that, the English constit ation 
«+ would perish under the effect ofa disease 


“ creeping over her from her extremities.” 
Stave Trape.——*“ Last week,” (says 
the Suw of the 18th instant) “ the wife of 


* one Of the men employed. in cutting the - 


¢ canal at Shornelitf¥e was conducted by ber 
« hosband to the market place at mythe, 
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« with @ halterround her neck, and tied toa 
port, whence she was porchased for-6d. by 
“ a Mulatto, the long drummer beloaging 
“ to the band of the 4th regiment, lately in 
“ barracks at that place.”~——And yet we 
go three thousand miles distance to see for 
objects of legislative compassion! Do we 
make an outcry agaidst the slave trade; do 
we make annual calls upon the parliament 
to put an end to that trade; are there men 


who broadly hint that the House of Lords is | 


useless because it refuses to listen to sach 
calls; and are we, all the while, really with- 
out a law to punish abominations, such as 
that above recorded ? 

Country Bank Nores. The fol- 
lowing paragraph has appeared in most, if 
not all, the London papers, and, from its si- 
tuation in those papers, its insertion has eyi- 
dently been paid for. ‘* Tuesday last’',(I 
quote from the Morning Chronicle of the 
15th instant) “ a respectab'e meeting of the 
** merchants and traders of the city of Exe- 
“* ter was held at the Guildhall, to consider 
** on the proper mode of checking the present 
“© enormous circulation of small local notes 
“ payable only at the places where they are'is- 
“ sued.”----~ Several resolutions were enter- 
** ed into against them. In the mean time, 
“ several clergymen and landholders in that 
** neighbourhood have given notice to their 
*« parishioners and tenants, that they will re- 
** ceive no such notes in payment, for rent or 
“ tythes, at the ensuing collection at Lady 
** Day, which will no doubt operate most 
* powerfully to check this alarming evil. 
** The merchants, &c. of Plymouth, have 
‘ entered into resolutions similar to those 
** adopted in Exeter; and we hear that 
** many other cities and towns in_ this king- 
* dom are preparing to follow so laudable 
** an example.” What! Enter into combi- 
nations, and hold public meetings and pass 
resolutions against Bank Notes! And are al! 
the Treasury writers silent? Is there no one 
to cry out; no one that has zeal and impu- 





. dence enough to accnse these gentlemen of 


Exeter of * decrying the resources of their 
‘ country;” of exciting “ doubts in the 
** minds of the peopic;” of holding out 
** encouragement to ourimplacableenemy ?” 
Bor the honour of Downing Street and 
Whitehall, let us hope that this unaccount- 
ab'e silence will not be of long duration !|— 
Bat, I should, however, like to know, on 
what grounds it is, that the local notes, as 
they are called, are regarded as an “ alarm- 
** ing evil” any more than other nates. I do 
not say that there are not particular on 

Id-tike 


tions against them; but, I really shou 


to hear those objections stated in a plain 
manner, by some person who 
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ville’s partisan writers say, 





can speak | 
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from experience and observation. Be. 
cause, tome it docs not-appear that notes 
confined to ove place can, from that cirtum. 
stance merely, praduce any bad effect. j¢ 
such notes were entirely drivén from circy. 
lation, there would be instantly made, others 
of a more extended range, to supply their 
place; and, if all country bank notes were 
driven cut of circulation, their place must 
be filled up.by notes of the Bank of Eng. 
land; for, jet the gentlemen of Exeter be 
well assured, that the tota! quanlity of pa- 
per pow in circulation, can mever be dimi- 
nished, without destroyivg the whole. They 
see new bauks starting up. They perceive, 
as well from the daily increasing quantity 
of the paper as from the revolution in 
prices and in every one’s private affairs, 
that there is great danger; that every thing 
is fast overturning; that we are rapidly ap- 
proaching towards a crisis, All this they 
see; but, I do not think they look far 
enough for the cause. 

Inish Roman Cartuotics, ——The 
delegates of the Irish Catholics made three 
distinct propositions to Mr, Pitt;—z1st, That 
he should present their petition, and pro- 
pose their immediate emancipation—ad, 
That he should present their petition, and 
propose the adoption of a resolution, the 
purport of which should be to recognise the 
justice of their claims, and to express a dis- 
position to comply with those élainis when 
circumstances should render such com- 
pliance expedient.-3d, That he should 
present their petition, and let it lie upon 
the table.—He objected to them all; and, 
thereupon, the delegates applied to Lori 
Grenville, Mr. Fox, and. other gentlemen 
of great political consequence, The peti- 
tion is now to be presented, agreeably to 
notices given, by Lord Grenville and Mr. 
Fox.——Mr. Pitt's former declaration to 
parliament, an extract from which will be 
found _as the motto to this sheet, will be 
found at full length, in Vol. LV. p. 840. 

Tue tenta Keronrr has, at last, been 
printed. The next Register will convey i 
to all those who have been unable to ob- 
tain a copy. of it sooner. It is of vast impor- 
tance, and Should be read by every one ™ 
the kingdom, through the whole of which 
there is not an honest man who will not 
applaud the integrity and resolution of the 
Commissioners and of the noble Lord, who 
proposed their appointment.—Lord Mel- 
that he Is ¢x- 
tremely anxious for a parliamentary discus- 
sion upon the subject ; and, therefore, they 
must be highly delighted, that he is s0 4 
to be praliled i oe. 
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